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Bongo Boy Records 
Proudly Presents 

The 4th album by Ricky Persaud Jr. 

 
 

 
1. Let Me See  3:24 
2. Sound Of A Hit  3:40 
3. Ooh Baby  3:23 
4. Reggae Blues  3:36 
5. Jah I Need Your Love   2:55 
6. Girl Has The Essence  3:47 
7. It’s Alright  4:26 
8. People Of The World   4:13 
9. Goodbye 16  4:12 
10. Feel The Love 4:29 
11. Optimistic Bliss  3:23 
12. Alive 3:35 

 
Track 1,2,3,5,6,9 songwriters  
Ricky Persaud, Jr., Valerie Persaud 
Track 4,7,8,10,11,12  
songwriter Ricky Persaud, Jr. 
 
RELEASE DATE 9.19.17 
                                              UPC: 708744975195 | ISRC: USPXQ9191701-12 

Ricky Persaud Jr. 

From Irvington, New Jersey Ricky is a singer-songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, record producer and 
arranger whose music style is Reggae Rock.  
Ricky is in the Berklee College of Music class 2021. He received his first instrument at the age of 1 
years old for Christmas. At the tender age of 4 years old, Ricky started taking music classes at Music 
Together in South Orange, NJ, and dance lessons at Stories in Motion in South Orange, New Jersey.  
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Ricky was accepted by the Newark School of the Arts to study drums also at the age 4 years old. 
When Ricky was 8 years old he would go with his brother Nicholas, who was 5, to his weekly guitar 
lessons at Mark Murphy Music School in South Orange, New Jersey. Ricky studied Nicholas 
homework and taught himself how to play the guitar.  
By the age of 10 Ricky could perform Bob Marley's songs on the guitar. 
Along with drums, Ricky started taking bass lessons at the Newark School of the Arts at the age of 
11. Still drawn to the guitar, Ricky decided to take guitar lessons at the age of 12. At the age of 14 
Ricky discovered Billy Joel. He taught himself how to play the harmonica and keyboards. Shortly 
after, Ricky started taking piano lessons in school and at the Newark School of the Arts. Upon the 
passing of his guitar and bass teacher, jazz guitarist, Hayes Johnson, Ricky put the guitar aside. 
Ricky's mom encouraged him to give guitar lessons another try. So, Ricky enrolled in the school that 
introduced him to the guitar, Mark Murphy School of Music in South Orange, New Jersey. 
 
Ricky studied voice and band at Mark Murphy Music in South Orange, NJ and continues to study 
guitar there. Ricky studied drums at the Newark School of The Arts in Newark, NJ and currently 
studies music production there. Ricky is a member of the New Jersey Performing Art (NJPAC)/Wells 
Fargo Jazz for Teens Ensemble and NJPAC's George Wein Scholars Ensemble. 
Ricky along with his brother Nicholas perform weekly on Inside with Valerie Persaud, the TV Show 
which airs on Comcast, Cablevision and Verizon Fios throughout the state of NJ. 
 
P A S T   P R O J E C T S 
Ricky has recorded 3 albums. His first album was recorded when he was 14 years old. He arranged 
the music and played all the instruments on the album. His second album was recorded when he was 
15 years old and again he played all the instruments on the album and performed the lead and 
background vocals. Ricky released his third album, "Welcome To My World" in 2015. In this new 
album Ricky wrote all the songs and played all the instruments on the album and performed all the 
vocals. The album is sold on ITunes, Amazon, CD Baby just to name a few.  
 
A W A R D S 
Ricky won a Silver Medal in Music Composition and a Gold Medal in Vocal Performance in the North 
at the Act-So Competition 2016. Moreover, Ricky is the recipient of the 2016 Governor's Award for 
Excellence in Music. 
OPTIMISTIC BLISS has been submitted for consideration for the 60th Grammy Awards© as “Best 
Raggae Album”. The Award Ceromony will be held in NYC on January 28, 2018.  
 
T H E   A L B U M – Optimistic Bliss 
On this 4th album Ricky performed all the instruments and produced the album together with Ricky 
Persaud, Sr.  The album was Mixed & Produced by Ricky Persaud, Jr. & Ricky Persaud, Sr. for 
Persaud Entertainment, LLC.  Mastered by Gar Francis for Bongo Boy Records and Recorded at 
Crossroads Studios. 
 
Personal Note from Ricky Persaud Jr. – “Thank you for listening to my album. I would like to thank 
my wonderful music teachers at The Newark School Of The Arts, Mark Murphy’s Music and the New 
Jersey Performing Arts Center. I would like to thank my wonderful friends and supporters, and most 
of all my family. I would like to give a special shout out to the NAACP Act So Newark Branch for all of 
their support and encouragement. I hope my songs not only inspire you to think more optimistically 
about the world we live in, but also generate happiness and good vibes. Through the power of my 
music, I want to really impact our world in a positive way; striving to spread love and happiness 
around the world is what I’m all about. I truly believe my music can make a change in this world and 
make some people get rid of their old fashion way of thinking and be more open to diversity and 
equality among the human race. Music truly speaks louder than words, and this album is only the 
beginning of what I’m going to achieve musically in this world. Thank you again”. Peace, Ricky 
Persaud, Jr. 
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S O N G    R E V I E W S 

Bongo Boy Records VOLUME XII release by Various Artist feat. Ricky Persaud Jr - Feel The 
Love - This track starts out with some nice harmonies.  Is that a Motown influence I hear?  Growing 
up in Detroit, I feel a Smokey Robinson vibe going on here.  The thing is that this is also a ripping 
reggae song which is cool, as I am a big Toots fan.  Then out of nowhere comes a blistering solo that 
would make Randy Rhoads smile from above.  In a nutshell folks, this is one fantastic song. The cool 
soul of Motown, the absolute groove of reggae, and the blistering fret work of a massive shedder - I 
am speechless. – The Grouch | Sweden 

 
Bongo Boy Records Raw and Reckless Volume Two release by Various Artist feat.  

Ricky Persaud Jr. - Goodbye 16 - Firstly I feel I must mention that Ricky is attending this Fall 
semester the Berklee School of Music and he is the youngest artist on this release.  Ricky, I am 
impressed. Anyone who can attend music school is a real musician.  Personally, despite having 
played in school bands and bar bands for years, I cannot read music. (I was lucky that as a drummer 
in school band I could get by ‘feeling’ the music.)  So, good on you and I wish you the best as you 
enter the world of higher education. 
Ricky has written an exceptionally heavy starting song that makes use of a guitar playing very high 
notes that really grab the listener’s attention.  In fact, the music in this track is what I would call 
complicated.  The vibe alternates between massively heavy rock as he screams “Goodbye 16” and 
the beauty of Queen’s music.  There seem to be elements of several genres in this song, as at times, 
the drummer hits me with a funk vibe.  All in all, I am very impressed.  Excellent work Ricky. – The 
Grouch | Sweden 

 
Album Design Concept: Ricky Persaud, Jr. 
Album Graphic Design: Monique Grimme  
Photography for Front Cover: Stevedonaldsonphotography.com 
Photography for Back Cover: Valerie Persaud for Persaud Entertainment, LLC 
Record Label: Bongo Boys Records 
Management: Persaud Entertainment, LLC 
For Bookings: Valerie Persaud, J.D., MSW, LSW valp2013@icloud.com  
Website: www.rickypersaudjr1.com  Follow Ricky on: Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram @Rickypersaudjr  Youtube Channel: Ricky Persaud, Jr. 

Bongo Boy Records | Contact: Monique Grimme – bongoboyrecords@aol.com 
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